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Elected officials, AIDS Service Organizations and other
advocates are encouraged by The Food and Drug
Administration's move to establish a public docket for comment
on the Agency's blood donor deferral recommendations for
reducing the risk of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)
transmission as described in the document entitled "Revised
Recommendations for Reducing the Risk of Human
Immunodeficiency Virus Transmission by Blood and Blood
Products; Guidance for Industry" dated December 2015.

"I have long fought to end discriminatory blood donation
policies and improve them, including for healthy gay and
bisexual men," said U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin. "It is
encouraging that the FDA is taking another step forward to develop better blood donor policies that are
grounded in science, don't unfairly single out one group of individuals, and allow all healthy Americans to
donate. | will continue to push for policies that secure our nation's blood supply in a scientifically sound
manner based on individual risk."

This announcement from the FDA comes following a letter Senator Baldwin led in June with 24 Senators
calling on HHS Secretary Sylvia Burwell to end the outdated and discriminatory ban for men who have sex
with men (MSM) and replace it by instituting a risk-based policy. Baldwin led a similar charge in 2014.

At the end of last year, the FDA released guidance that lifted the lifetime ban on blood donation and
implemented a new policy requiring a year of abstinence prior to donating blood. While the Senators express
support for this step forward, they maintain that a time-based deferral not based on individual risk remains
discriminatory. In December 2014, over 75 members of Congress called on HHS Secretary Burwell to end the
outdated and discriminatory ban, and replace it by instituting a risk-based policy.

In June, U.S. Representative Mike Quigley (IL-05), Vice-Chair of the Congressional LGBT Equality Caucus, led a
letter with 115 House colleagues calling on the FDA to reexamine the time-based based donor deferral policy
for gay and bisexual men. He was pleased to hear that the FDA had established a public docket to request
comments on potential changes to the current blood donor deferral policy.

"l am encouraged by today's announcement that the FDA will look into policy solutions in order to move
away from the discriminatory time-based deferrals and move closer to individual risk assessment as it relates
to blood donor safety screenings," said Quigley. "The tragedy at Pulse nightclub in Orlando highlighted the
discrimination gay and bisexual men face when attempting to donate blood to those in need. And while this
potential policy change could have a positive impact on men who have sex with men (MSM) and other
marginalized donors, it would also make our blood supply safer. Moving towards an individual risk
assessment would provide for a fair, equitable, nondiscriminatory blood donation policy, one based in
science that allows all healthy Americans to safely donate blood. I urge the FDA to move in this direction."

Interested persons are invited to submit comments, supported by scientific evidence such as data from
research, regarding potential blood donor deferral policy options to reduce the risk of HIV transmission,
including the feasibility of moving from the existing time-based deferrals related to risk behaviors to
alternate deferral options, such as the use of individual risk assessments. Additionally, comments are invited
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regarding the design of potential studies to evaluate the
feasibility and effectiveness of such alternative deferral options.

FDA will take the comments received into account as it
continues to reevaluate and update blood donor deferral
policies as new scientific information becomes available.

AIDS Service Organizations were equally pleased, with New
York City's Gay Men's Health Crisis (GMHC) CEO Kelsey Louie
noting that they had been advocating for a change to the FDA's
outdated blood donation policy for years, and were encouraged
that they are extending a comment period on potential changes
to a deferral policy that is based on stigma, not science.

"The policy in place prevents any man who has had sex with
another man in the past year from giving blood, essentially
serving as a de facto lifetime ban, and ignoring the modern
science of HIV-testing," said Louie. GMHC is looking forward to
submitting our comments on the importance of a fair, safe

policy for all. We are hopeful that the FDA will attend the medical advisory board panel we are hosting in
September as part of our ongoing Blood Equality campaign, to bring together experts on HIV and blood
safety and discuss a path forward from a discriminatory, one-year celibacy ban."

Blood Equality

Winnie McCroy is the Women on the EDGE Editor, HIV/Health Editor, and Assistant Entertainment Editor for EDGE Media
Network, handling all women's news, HIV health stories and theater reviews throughout the U.S. She has contributed to
other publications, including The Village Voice, Gay City News, Chelsea Now and The Advocate, and lives in Brooklyn, New

York.
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Rep. Quigley Leads
Push For FDA to End
Discriminatory Blood
Ban

AIDS | By EDGE | Jun 21
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U.S. Rep. Mike Quigley led
a bipartisan group of 113 House Members pushing
the FDA to end their discriminatory ban on gay men
donating blood.

LA Center Applauds Legislators For Blood
Ban Letter
NATIONAL | By Winnie McCroy | Dec 23

On December 15, 80 members of the United States
Senate and Congress sent a letter to the federal
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS),
urging it to end the lifetime ban which prevents
men who have sex with men from donating blood.

U.S. Rep Mike Quigley Discusses MSM Blood
Ban with OutLaw
LOCAL | By Winnie McCroy | Apr 8

On March 31, U.S. Representative Mike Quigley
(IL-05) spoke to OutLaw, an organization for LGBT
students at the University of Chicago Law School,
highlighting the need to reevaluate the FDA's blood
donation criteria.

Win Free Stuff!

(L=

"5 ALL THE WAY on Blu-ray from
' HBO!

3of5 9/13/16, 12:29 PM



FDA Establishes Public Docket for Comment on Blood Donor ...

is for sure now.

already shaping up to be the campiest show on TV, it

PopUps: Kirstie
Alley Joins 'Scream
Queens,' Making it
the Campiest Show
OnTV

If "Scream Queens" wasn't

[

More»]

http://www.edgemedianetwork.com/entertainment/celebrities/n...

INSIDE EDGE

Transgender Actress
Alexis Arquette Has Died
at 47

e Atlanta, GA

e Atlantic City, NJ
e Austin, TX

e Baltimore, MD
e Boston, MA

e Buffalo, NY

e Charlotte, NC

e Chicago, IL

e Cleveland, OH
e Columbus, OH
e Dallas, TX

e Denver, CO

e Detroit, Ml

e Ft. Lauderdale, FL
e Fire Island, NY
e Indianapolis, IN
e Key West, FL

e Las Vegas, NV

40f5

GALA Choruses 10th
Quadrennial Conference
Part Two

e Los Angeles, CA

e Miami, FL

e Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN
e Nashville, TN

e New Orleans, LA
e New York, NY

e Orlando, FL

e Palm Springs, CA
e Philadelphia, PA
e Phoenix, AZ

e Pittsburgh, PA

e Portland, OR

e Providence, RI

e Provincetown, MA
e San Diego, CA

e San Francisco, CA
e Seattle, WA

e Washington, DC

Bea Arthur Shelter for
LGBT Homeless Youth in
NYC to Open in Early
2017

Network Partners

e Bay Area Reporter

e Bay Windows

e Damron LGBT Travel

e HotSpots! Magazine

e Metro Weekly

e QNotes

® Rage Monthly

e South Florida Gay News
e Uomo Moderno

Email Updates

NSFW: Here's a Pokemon
Go Gay Porn Parody That
No One Asked For

There She Is: Out of the
Closet, and Ready for
Miss America

School Yearbook Photo,
Goes Fabulously Viral

Things to do

o Get Newsletters

e Learn about EDGE

e Work here

e Visit our Press Room

e Advertise

e Write Feedback

e Read Privacy Statement
e Read Terms of Use

e Contact Us

Enter your email address below to receive

daily email updates including news,

giveaways and more.

Enter email here

Submit

G

tional Gay & Lesbian Trovel Asso

9/13/16, 12:29 PM



FDA Establishes Public Docket for Comment on Blood Donor ... http://www.edgemedianetwork.com/entertainment/celebrities/n...

Copyright © 2003-2016
EDGE Publications, Inc. / All Rights Reserved

Homotech, YouShoot, EDGE Media Network, Pride Labs and QueeryMe are registered trademarks of EDGE Publications Inc.
98.14.235.74

5of5 9/13/16, 12:29 PM



