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From August 31-September 4 at Atlanta's 10th Annual Black
Pride Celebration, activists Karamo Brown and Deondre Moore
will take the stage to promote their new Positively Fearless
movement, celebrating being Black, gay and HIV-positive.

"As a gay man, HIV has been always been around me," said
Brown, who was the first openly gay African-American
housemate on the MTV reality series "The Real World." "I'm
negative, but | have friends from both the gay and heterosexual
communities who are HIV-positive. One thing that has always
upset me is the fact that people in our community tend to
'shade' men who are open about their positive status. In my
opinion, we can't stop HIV from disproportionately affecting black, gay, and bisexual men until we stop
judging and start supporting those in our community living with the virus."

Deondre Moore

Black men who have sex with men face an especially heavy burden, accounting for 59 percent of all HIV
diagnoses among African Americans in the South. In fact, of all Black MSM diagnosed with HIV nationally in
2014, more than 60 percent were living in the South.

"As a black, gay, positive man living in Texas, these statistics are especially worrisome to me, but even more
concerning is the fact that many of the positive men in our community aren't being honest with themselves,
their families and their doctors about their status -- and taking steps to get on treatment," said Moore, who
was diagnosed with HIV at 19-years-old. "When | was first diagnosed, | thought my status was a death
sentence, but after educating myself, | quickly learned that by engaging in treatment, | can live a healthy and
full life with HIV. So educating and supporting those who may be scared to address their diagnoses has
become very important to me, and this campaign has given me a very exciting opportunity to encourage to
be brave and take a proactive role in their health."

Moore and Brown kicked off their Positively Fearless campaign
over Memorial Day weekend at DC Black Pride, where Moore
was the featured speaker on the main stage. This weekend, he
will speak at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, September 4 on the main
stage at Piedmont Park at the 2016 Pure Heat Community
Festival at the Atlanta Black Pride Celebration, alongside Brown,
the Gentlemen's Foundation, and others. They'll also be at the
Positively Fearless booth (located by the 10th St. entrance to
Piedmont Park) to greet attendees before and after -- and
encourage everyone to come by and say hello.

The two have teamed up with Janssen Therapeutics to ask that
everyone join this important movement by living Positively
Fearless and inspiring others to do the same.

If you can't attend the event, join the conversation by tweeting
@HIVWisdom using #PositivelyFearless -- to share your own
story of when you chose to be Positively Fearless, honest or

Karamo Brown (Source:Jerris Madison)

brave.

"By tweeting using the hashtag #PositivelyFearless, people can share their stories and tell others about a
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time when they chose to be honest, to be brave, to get tested, to tackle their diagnosis head-on, and to be
open with their doctor about treatment," said Brown. "I'd encourage people to share this with their friends --
positive or not -- and tell them to get involved! Everyone can be fearless, and we can all be part of the
solution."

Positively Fearless is hoping to expand to more local Black Pride events in 2017 and continuing to spread this
important message. Keep an eye on the Twitter handle @HIVWisdom for updates.

Real World's Karamo Brown Stands Up to the Chuir...

Winnie McCroy is the Women on the EDGE Editor, HIV/Health Editor, and Assistant Entertainment Editor for EDGE Media
Network, handling all women's news, HIV health stories and theater reviews throughout the U.S. She has contributed to
other publications, including The Village Voice, Gay City News, Chelsea Now and The Advocate, and lives in Brooklyn, New
York.

Comments

Add New Comment

Comments on Facebook

0 Comments Sortby Oldest

[~
~ Add a comment...

[ S o
s AR

3 Facebook Comments Plugin

20of4 9/13/16, 12:24 PM



Karamo Brown and Deondre Moore are 'Positively Fearless'

30f4

Related Stories

3 Cruising Toward An
7 geweass Sy End to HIV/AIDS

d\’} AIDS | By Winnie McCroy | Aug
S 22
v
For the 22nd year, riders
in the annual Cycle for the
Cause will pedal from Boston to New York.

- —

Black AIDS Institute
| Founder to Get Spirit
of Justice Award

AIDS | Jul 18

The founder and
president of the Black
AIDS Institute will receive the GLBTQ Legal
Advocates & Defenders' 2016 Spirit of Justice
Award.

“x5ey Black AIDS Institute
Report Examines PrEP
in Black Communities
AIDS | Jun7

Eric Brus, Director of
Health Information at
AIDS Action Committee, looks at the latest Black
AIDS Institute annual report, as well as HIV-positive
people's experience with the Affordable Care Act.

Win Free Stuff!

"RED EYE OF LOVE - 2016 Cast

REDEYE  Recording” on CD!

OF
LOVE

WHAT IS PREZCOBIX®?

PREZCOBIX® is a prescription HIV-1 (Human Immunodeficiency
Virus 1) medicine used with other antiretroviral medicines to treat
HIV-1 infection in adults. HIV is the virus that causes AIDS
(Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome). PREZCOBIX®
contains the prescription medicines PREZISTA® (darunavir) and
TVRORT® [rnhirictat

http://www.edgemedianetwork.com/entertainment/celebrities/n...

9/13/16, 12:24 PM



Karamo Brown and Deondre Moore are 'Positively Fearless'

PopUps: Kirstie
Alley Joins 'Scream
Queens," Making it
the Campiest Show
OnTV

If "Scream Queens" wasn't

already shaping up to be the campiest show on TV, it
is for sure now.

[ More»]
L

http://www.edgemedianetwork.com/entertainment/celebrities/n...

INSIDE EDGE

ﬁ > S 1 A £ A A
Transgender Actress GALA Choruses 10th Bea Arthur Shelter for NSFW: Here's a Pokemon Teen Re-Shoots High There She Is: Out of the
Alexis Arquette Has Died Quadrennial Conference LGBT Homeless Youth in Go Gay Porn Parody That School Yearbook Photo, Closet, and Ready for
at 47 Part Two NYC to Open in Early No One Asked For Goes Fabulously Viral Miss America
2017

Network Partners Things to do

e Bay Area Reporter e Get Newsletters
o Atlanta, GA o Los Angeles, CA e Bay Windows e Learn about EDGE
e Atlantic City, NJ o Miami, FL e Damron LGBT Travel e Work here
e Austin, TX e Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN ® HotSpots! Magazine e Visit our Press Room
e Baltimore, MD e Nashville, TN * Metro Weekly e Advertise
e Boston, MA o New Orleans, LA ¢ QNotes ® Write Feedback
e Buffalo, NY o New York, NY e Rage Monthly e Read Privacy Statement
e Charlotte, NC e Orlando, FL e South Florida Gay News e Read Terms of Use
e Chicago, IL e Palm Springs, CA e Uomo Moderno e Contact Us
e Cleveland, OH e Philadelphia, PA
e Columbus, OH e Phoenix, AZ H
e Dallas, TX e Pittsburgh, PA Emall Updates - we
e Denver, CO e Portland, OR Enter your email address below to receive
* Detroit, Ml * Providence, R daily email updates including news,
e Ft. Lauderdale, FL e Provincetown, MA y P g '

e Fire Island, NY . giveaways and more.

e Indianapolis, IN
e Key West, FL
e Las Vegas, NV

San Diego, CA

e San Francisco, CA
e Seattle, WA

e Washington, DC

Enter email here

Submit

Copyright © 2003-2016
EDGE Publications, Inc. / All Rights Reserved

Homotech, YouShoot, EDGE Media Network, Pride Labs and QueeryMe are registered trademarks of EDGE Publications Inc.

98.14.235.74

4 0of 4

9/13/16, 12:24 PM



