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Paul Verhoeven to Direct Lesbian Nun Drama
by Winnie McCroy
EDGE Editor
Wednesday Apr 26, 2017

Director Paul Verhoeven has announced that his next French-
language �lm will chronicle the life of the controversial Italian
nun Benedetta Carlini. Virginie E�ra is set to star in the �lm,
which will tackle themes of sex, sexuality, and religion. 

According to Hollywood Reporter, production has now begun
on "Blessed Virgin" (Sainte Vierge), based on "Immodest Acts:
The Life of a Lesbian Nun in Renaissance Italy" by Judith C.
Brown, with "Elle" star Virginie E�ra in the lead role of Carlini, a
real-life 17th century nun. 

Verhoeven's producer on "Elle," Said Ben Said, announced the
news via Twitter. Gerard Soeteman -- a regular collaborator of
Verhoeven's dating back to 1971's "Business is Business" -- has

adapted the work.

Born in 1591, Carlini is a signi�cant �gure for historians of
women's spirituality and lesbianism. At 30, she was made
abbess of a convent in Pescia where she claimed she was
experiencing visions of being murdered. It was later found that
she had engaged in sexual relations with a fellow nun, whom
she was accused of molesting.  

SBS Distribution will launch sales of "Blessed Virgin" in Cannes.  

In their report, ScreenDaily gives a synopsis of the academic
work by Judith C. Brown: 

"Having entered a convent in the Tuscan town of Pescia as a
child, 17th century abbess Benedetta Carlini] rose-up the ranks, propelled by her claims of a series of lurid
mystic visions and the appearance of stigmata on her body. But she was later ostracized by the church after
an investigation discredited her claims as a sham and uncovered evidence of a�airs with other nuns in the
convent. There has been much academic debate over the true reasons for her downfall."
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  (Source:http://screenanarchy.com/)

Related Stories
Lesbian Methodist
Bishop Faces
Challenge to Her
Election
RELIGION | By Rachel Zoll | Apr
24

Karen Oliveto clutched a
friend's hand, closed her eyes and wept when she
learned last year she had been elected a bishop of
the United Methodist Church. Oliveto, who is
married to another woman, had become the
denomination's �rst openly gay bishop.

Catholic High School
Bans Lesbian Couple
From Attending Prom
Together
NATIONAL | Apr 4

A teen's story about being
banned from bringing her girlfriend to her Catholic
high school's prom in Florida recently went viral.

Noah's Ark Theme
Park Creator Blasts
'Sinful' Lesbian Power
Ranger
RELIGION | Apr 3

Ken Ham, the man behind
the Noah's Ark theme park in Kentucky, took a
break from spending taxpayer dollars on elaborate
science-denial to blast the new "Power Rangers"
movie over the inclusion of a lesbian character.
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Paul Verhoeven Will Direct Lesbian Nun Drama

Winnie McCroy is the Women on the EDGE Editor, HIV/Health Editor, and Assistant Entertainment Editor for EDGE Media
Network, handling all women's news, HIV health stories and theater reviews throughout the U.S. She has contributed to
other publications, including The Village Voice, Gay City News, Chelsea Now and The Advocate, and lives in Brooklyn, New
York.

INSIDE EDGE

Comments
Add New Comment

Comments on Facebook
0 Comments Sort by 

Facebook Comments Plugin

Oldest

Add a comment...

Showtime Con�rms 'The
L Word' Reboot is in
Development

Medicaid Cut in GOP
Health Bill Worries the
Nursing Home Set

North Carolina Episcopal
Priest Charged in Florida
Road Rage

San Francisco's 19th
Annual Pride Brunch For
Positive Resource Center
:: June 24, 2017

HIV Activist Jack
Mackenroth Utilizes Best
'Assets' to Raise $75K for
HIV/AIDS

Watch: 'Big Brother 19'
Player Comes Under Fire
for 'Tranny' Comments

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmyAu4bmV3A
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?api_key=321241521340028&channel_url=https%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter%2Fr%2FXBwzv5Yrm_1.js%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df2ba195b19ea84%26domain%3Dwww.edgemedianetwork.com%26origin%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.edgemedianetwork.com%252Ff26e1c5427586a4%26relation%3Dparent.parent&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edgemedianetwork.com%2F214163&locale=en_US&numposts=2&sdk=joey&version=v2.7&width=590
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/entertainment/television/news//218181/showtime_confirms_the_l_word_reboot_is_in_development
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/news/national/news//218020/medicaid_cut_in_gop_health_bill_worries_the_nursing_home_set
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/cars/auto_news/news//218076/north_carolina_episcopal_priest_charged_in_florida_road_rage
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/nightlife/photo_albums/photoalbums//217507/san_franciscos_19th_annual_pride_brunch_for_positive_resource_center_::_june_24,_2017
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/news/aids/news//218202/hiv_activist_jack_mackenroth_utilizes_best_assets_to_raise_$75k_for_hiv_aids
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/entertainment/television/news//217873/watch:_big_brother_19_player_comes_under_fire_for_tranny_comments_


7/13/2017 EDGE Media Network :: Paul Verhoeven to Direct Lesbian Nun Drama

https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/news/politics/news//214163 3/3

 

Atlanta, GA
Atlantic City, NJ
Austin, TX
Baltimore, MD
Boston, MA
Bu�alo, NY
Charlotte, NC
Chicago, IL
Cleveland, OH
Columbus, OH
Dallas, TX
Denver, CO
Detroit, MI
Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Fire Island, NY
Indianapolis, IN
Key West, FL
Las Vegas, NV

Los Angeles, CA
Miami, FL
Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN
Nashville, TN
New Orleans, LA
New York, NY
Orlando, FL
Palm Springs, CA
Philadelphia, PA
Phoenix, AZ
Pittsburgh, PA
Portland, OR
Providence, RI
Provincetown, MA
San Diego, CA
San Francisco, CA
Seattle, WA
Washington, DC

Bay Area Reporter
Bay Windows
Damron LGBT Travel
HotSpots! Magazine
QNotes
Rage Monthly
South Florida Gay News

Network Partners
Get Newsletters 
Learn about EDGE 
Work here 
Visit our Press Room
Advertise 
Write Feedback 
Read Privacy Statement 
Read Terms of Use 
Contact Us 

Things to do

Enter your email address below to receive
daily email updates including news,
giveaways and more.

Email Updates

Enter email here  Submit

 

Copyright © 2003-2017 
EDGE Publications, Inc. / All Rights Reserved 
Homotech, YouShoot, EDGE Media Network, Pride Labs and QueeryMe are registered trademarks of EDGE Publications Inc. 
98.14.235.74

https://atlanta.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://atlanticcity.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://austin.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://baltimore.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://boston.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://buffalo.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://charlotte.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://chicago.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://cleveland.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://columbus.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://dallas.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://denver.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://detroit.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://ftlauderdale.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://fireisland.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://indianapolis.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://keywest.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://lasvegas.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://losangeles.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://miami.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://twincities.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://nashville.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://neworleans.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://newyork.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://orlando.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://palmsprings.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://philadelphia.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://phoenix.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://pittsburgh.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://portland.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://providence.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://ptown.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://sandiego.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://sanfrancisco.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://seattle.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://washington.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?ch=partners&partner=bayareareporter
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?ch=partners&partner=baywindows
http://www.damron.com/
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?ch=partners&partner=hotspots
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?ch=partners&partner=qnotes
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?ch=partners&partner=rage
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?ch=partners&partner=southfloridagaynews
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/subscribe
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?sc=about
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?sc=careers
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?sc=pressroom
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?sc=advertise
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?sc=feedback
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?sc=privacy
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?sc=termsofuse
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?sc=contact

