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Director Paul Verhoeven has announced that his next French-
language film will chronicle the life of the controversial Italian
nun Benedetta Carlini. Virginie Efira is set to star in the film,
which will tackle themes of sex, sexuality, and religion.

According to Hollywood Reporter, production has now begun
on "Blessed Virgin" (Sainte Vierge), based on "Immodest Acts:
The Life of a Lesbian Nun in Renaissance Italy" by Judith C.
Brown, with "Elle" star Virginie Efira in the lead role of Carlini, a
real-life 17th century nun.

Paul Verhoeven Verhoeven's producer on "Elle," Said Ben Said, announced the
news via Twitter. Gerard Soeteman -- a regular collaborator of
Verhoeven's dating back to 1971's "Business is Business" -- has

adapted the work.

- ’ Born in 1591, Carlini is a significant figure for historians of
= A{ women's spirituality and lesbianism. At 30, she was made
Y _— » abbess of a convent in Pescia where she claimed she was
z 4 o experiencing visions of being murdered. It was later found that
£ Ty she had engaged in sexual relations with a fellow nun, whom
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it than T she was accused of molesting.
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i SBS Distribution will launch sales of "Blessed Virgin" in Cannes.
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b | In their report, ScreenDaily gives a synopsis of the academic
(Source:http://screenanarchy.com/) work by Judith C. Brown:

"Having entered a convent in the Tuscan town of Pescia as a
child, 17th century abbess Benedetta Carlini] rose-up the ranks, propelled by her claims of a series of lurid
mystic visions and the appearance of stigmata on her body. But she was later ostracized by the church after
an investigation discredited her claims as a sham and uncovered evidence of affairs with other nuns in the
convent. There has been much academic debate over the true reasons for her downfall."

https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/news/politics/news//214163
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Leshian Methodist
Bishop Faces
Challenge to Her
Election

RELIGION | By Rachel Zoll | Apr
24

i

Karen Oliveto clutched a
friend's hand, closed her eyes and wept when she
learned last year she had been elected a bishop of
the United Methodist Church. Oliveto, who is
married to another woman, had become the
denomination's first openly gay bishop.

= Catholic High School
Bans Leshian Couple
From Attending Prom
Together

NATIONAL | Apr 4

A teen's story about being
banned from bringing her girlfriend to her Catholic
high school's prom in Florida recently went viral.

Noah's Ark Theme
Park Creator Blasts
'Sinful' Lesbian Power
Ranger

RELIGION | Apr 3

Ken Ham, the man behind
the Noah's Ark theme park in Kentucky, took a
break from spending taxpayer dollars on elaborate
science-denial to blast the new "Power Rangers"
movie over the inclusion of a lesbian character.
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Paul Verhoeven Will Direct Lesbian Nun Drama

Winnie McCroy is the Women on the EDGE Editor, HIV/Health Editor, and Assistant Entertainment Editor for EDGE Media
Network, handling all women's news, HIV health stories and theater reviews throughout the U.S. She has contributed to
other publications, including The Village Voice, Gay City News, Chelsea Now and The Advocate, and lives in Brooklyn, New
York.
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