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Sally Field stars at Amanda Wingfield in the latest revival of
Tennessee Williams' "The Glass Menagerie," currently playing at
the Belasco Theatre.

The play's set, meant to represent an apartment in St. Louis
during the Depression, is little beyond the bare theater walls, a
table and some chairs along with an old Victrola. Laura
Wingfield, Amanda's disabled daughter, listens to her father's
worn records on the Victrola while polishing her glass figurines,
the titular "glass menagerie."

Field is strong as Amanda Wingfield, a faded Southern beauty
who boasts of hosting many "gentlemen callers" in her youth. The family scrapes by financially after Mr.
Wingfield abandoned Laura and his children some years ago.

Tom Wingfield, Amanda's son and younger brother of Laura, works in a shoe warehouse to support the
family, but dreams of escape. Laura, played by Madison Ferris, is intensely shy and uses a wheelchair.
Amanda fears for Laura, who lies to her mother about dropping out of secretarial school and seems unlikely
to find a husband to support her.

Tom, played ably by Joe Mantello, longs to be a writer, but finds little time between work and the late nights
he insists are spent at the movies. High-strung Amanda carps on Tom for his smoking, drinking and even how
quickly he eats his dinner, in one scene causing him to explode after she interferes with his writing on a
typewriter.

Amanda hints darkly to Tom that his dream of leaving home and being freed of supporting the family is
dependent on Laura finding a husband. Amanda asks if Tom has any friends at the warehouse he can
introduce to Laura.

Finn Wittrock brings exuberance as Jim O'Connor, the gentleman caller Tom brings home to dinner. Amanda
pulls out all the stops for the evening, including donning a bubblegum pink taffeta dress from her debutante
days. Jim, who also works at the warehouse, preaches a message of positive thinking and self-improvement
through night classes.

Though Laura is too shy to join dinner, she later shares a tender scene with Jim, who insists her problems are
a result of low confidence. Though Laura and Jim form a connection, the meeting ultimately leads to
heartbreak for all three Wingfields.

Though the performances are strong, the play is undermined by awkward staging. Field must drag Laura's
wheelchair up the stage stairs in a sluggish start to the play, and having sprinklers pour rain during the
dinner scene leads to Tom standing in a puddle for his last monologue and a wet Laura and Jim. The
characters gesture silently while eating dinner while an indie rock song plays in a scene that seems to come
from a different play entirely.

Though the characters wear contemporary clothing (including shearling-lined moccasins for Laura) the
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diction of Field's line delivery seems to come from an earlier era, and overall the lyricism of Williams' dialogue
is lost. With a bit of fine-tuning, this play could be much stronger.

"The Glass Menagerie" runs through July 2 at the Belasco Theatre, 111 West 44th Street, New York. For information
or tickets, call 800-276-2392 or visit www.broadway.com/Glass/Menagerie

Comments

Add New Comment

Comments on Facebook

0 Comments Sort by Oldest

m Add a comment...

Facebook Comments Plugin

Popular Stories in Entertainment

Calvin Klein
Apparently Has a New
Boy Toy - And He's a
Twin!

& 'American Idol' Star
Who Made Anti-LGBT
Remarks: | 'Chose' to
be Straight After
'Being Homosexual
for 2 Years'

Dig These Discs: Ed
Sheeran, Maggie
Rogers, Clap Your
Hands Say Yeah,
Dams Of The West,
Jordan Klassen

Win Free Stuff!

smizan  FAIR HAVEN on DVD from
@™ " Breaking Glass Pictures!

= \
oy
< s

)

20f3

3/27/17,7:29 PM



EDGE Media Network :: The Glass Menagerie

PopUps: Lindsay
Lohan is 'Back,
Bitches!"

Lindsay. Lohan. Is. Back.
Bitches.

MOFe»]

http://www.edgemedianetwork.com/entertainment/theatre/revie...

WikiLeaks: We'll Work
With Tech Firms to

March 10 is Women and
Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness

Avalanche Strikes French
Alps Resort of Tignes

Pride Toronto Votes to
Ban Police from Parade

Anti-LGBT Pastor Claims
Trump is Having Sex with

In World First, Iceland to
Require Firms to Prove

30f3

'Stringy-Head Slut’
Kellyanne Conway

Participation

Equal Pay

Network Partners

e Bay Area Reporter
® Bay Windows

Day Defeat CIA Hacking

Things to do

o Get Newsletters
e Learn about EDGE

o Atlanta, GA Los Angeles, CA )

o Atlantic City, NJ Miami, FL e Bear World Magazine * Work here

e Austin, TX Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN e Damron LGBT Travel e Visit our Press Room

e Baltimore, MD Nashville, TN e HotSpots! Magazine o Advertise

e Boston, MA New Orleans, LA * QNotes * Write Feedback

e Buffalo, NY New York, NY e Rage Monthly ¢ Read Privacy Statement
e Charlotte, NC Orlando, FL e South Florida Gay News e Read Terms of Use

e Chicago, IL Palm Springs, CA e Uomo Moderno e Contact Us

e Cleveland, OH

Philadelphia, PA

e Columbus, OH Phoenix, AZ H
e Dallas, TX Pittsburgh, PA Email Updates )
: Bg?r\:)?{,, I\C;I(I) E?(;flli?e%c(e),RRl Enter your email address below to receive

e Ft. Lauderdale, FL

e Fire Island, NY
¢ Indianapolis, IN
e Key West, FL

e Las Vegas, NV

Copyright © 2003-2017

Provincetown, MA
e San Diego, CA

e San Francisco, CA
o Seattle, WA

e Washington, DC

EDGE Publications, Inc. / All Rights Reserved
Homotech, YouShoot, EDGE Media Network, Pride Labs and QueeryMe are registered trademarks of EDGE Publications Inc.

98.14.235.74

daily email updates including news,

giveaways and more.

Enter email here

Submit

3/27/17,7:29 PM



