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An English World War Il veteran has come out as a transgender
to her community, after a lifetime of knowing that she was
living a lie.

The New York Post reports that Patricia Davies from
Leicestershire, England, kept her identity a secret for most of
her life out of fear of discrimination or electric shock therapy,

p'amcm Davies although she always identified as female.

"I've known | was transgender since | was 3 years old. | knew a
girl called Patricia, and | decided | wanted to be known by that
name but it didn't stick," Davies told Caters News Agency.

Patricia Davies (ouc"e:You Tube StiIII_
via Inside Edition)

Davies served in the army between April 1945-1948, and said it was impossible to come out as transgender at
that time, as it was equated with being homosexual, and would not have been accepted.

"The atmosphere [around being transgender] was not safe. People did not understand what transgender
was," Davies said, noting that she was proud to have done military service.

Davies married when she was 21 years old, but did not tell her wife about her transgender identity until 1987.
Her wife of 63 years was supportive, and bought Davies clothes and jewelry to wear in private. But Davies
was deterred when local teens saw her and threw eggs at her window.

"l was 60 when it all came pouring out to my wife, she was very sympathetic and helped me all the way, but
we agreed to keep it quiet," said Davies, who first learned about transgender identity from a '70s TV show.

Now, six years after her wife passed away, Davies has begun taking estrogen to move her transition forward,
saying, "It feels like a weight has been lifted off my shoulders. | was living a lie. | have been keeping quiet. |
have slowly started to tell some of my neighbors. Everybody said, 'Don't worry, as long as you're happy."

She said that the increased media representations of transgender characters have emboldened her to find
her truth, saying, "It's not 100 percent safe now but it's much better than it was. People that | have told seem
to be very accommodating and haven't thrown abuse at me. | have a new lease on life."

Watch an interview with Davies via Inside Edition below:

https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/entertainment/movies/news//212923
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Winnie McCroy is the Women on the EDGE Editor, HIV/Health Editor, and Assistant Entertainment Editor for EDGE Media
Network, handling all women's news, HIV health stories and theater reviews throughout the U.S. She has contributed to
other publications, including The Village Voice, Gay City News, Chelsea Now and The Advocate, and lives in Brooklyn, New
York.

EDGE Media Network :: Watch: 90-Year-Old WWII Veteran Comes Out as Transgender Woman

90-Year-0Old World War Il Veteran Comes Out as Transgender

Comments

Add New Comment

Comments on Facebook

0 Comments

Sort by = Oldest

Add a comment...

Facebook Comments Plugin

PopUps: Watch a
Shirtless Bieber
Win an Arm
Wrestling Match

If you need a break from
the workday, take a look at
this video from Justin Bieber's Instagram posted over
the weekend.

[ More»]

INSIDE EDGE

'Christian' Protestor
Arrested at Pulse Site on Cameron Dallas Wears Day, GMHC and Blood Designated National Site
Anniversary Unable to Nothing but a Towel for Equality Fight to End of LGBTQ History
Raise $1,000 Bail Photo Series Discriminatory Blood Ban

e Bay Area Reporter o
e Atlanta, GA e Los Angeles, CA  Bay Windows _ .
e Atlantic City, NJ e Miami, FL * Bear World Magazine e
e Austin, TX e Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN e Damron LGBT Trgvel °
e Baltimore, MD e Nashville, TN * HotSpots! Magazine .
e Boston, MA e New Orleans, LA * QNotes .
« Buffalo, NY e New York, NY * Rage Monthly .
o Charlotte, NC e Orlando, FL e South Florida Gay News °
e Chicago, IL e Palm Springs, CA * Uomo Moderno .
e Cleveland, OH e Philadelphia, PA

‘ s

d

https://www.edgemedianetwork .com/entertainment/movies/news//212923

PopUps: Internet Celeb On World Blood Donor Alice Austen House

chrisl, (h m
- i

A\

P D . [
Anti-LGBT 'Christian’ After Apology, Netflix
Group's Facebook Page Boss Explains 'Sense8'
Gets Punked by Rainbow Cancelation
Flags

Get Newsletters

Learn about EDGE
Work here

Visit our Press Room
Advertise

Write Feedback

Read Privacy Statement
Read Terms of Use
Contact Us

2/3



6/20/2017

Columbus, OH
Dallas, TX
Denver, CO
Detroit, Ml

Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Fire Island, NY
Indianapolis, IN
Key West, FL

Las Vegas, NV

Copyright © 2003-2017
EDGE Publications, Inc. / All Rights Reserved

Homotech, YouShoot, EDGE Media Network, Pride Labs and QueeryMe are registered trademarks of EDGE Publications Inc.
98.14.235.74

EDGE Media Network :: Watch: 90-Year-Old WWII Veteran Comes Out as Transgender Woman

Phoenix, AZ

Pittsburgh, PA

Portland, OR = =
Providence, RI Enter your email address below to receive

Provincetown, MA daily email updates including news,

San Diego, CA )
San Francisco, CA giveaways and more.
Seattle, WA Enter email here Submit

Washington, DC

https://www.edgemedianetwork .com/entertainment/movies/news//212923

3/3



